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In today’ s world, we live in a society that is comprised of differ-
ing languages, cultures, ethnicities, skin colors, religions, and social
systems, rending it a mutually inclusive community where the peoples
of different countries co-exist.

Language, as a carrier of human civilization from generation to
generation, is the key to communication and understanding, bridging
the exchange among cultures. It is now playing an increasingly crucial
role in promoting people’ s all-round development and social pro-
gress.

Each language carries the unique cultural wisdom of a nation,
and language diversity is the premise of diversified human culture and
the most important heritage of mankind, playing an important role in
building a global community with shared future.
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However, according to the UNESCO’ s Atlas of Languages in
Danger (2018), 40% of approximately 6,700 languages in the world are
endangered. Globally today, we are losing one language every two
weeks, together with a part of human history and cultural heritage re-
lated to that language.
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In his speech at the UNESCO Headquarters in March 2014, Chinese

President Xi Jinping points out.
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“It’s impossible to imagine a world with only one life style, one language,
one type of music, and one clothing style.”“Civilizations are multi-colored.
The value of human civilizations concerning exchange and mutual learn-
ing lies in its very diversity.”

Xi Jinping

E?%Alﬂﬂjzéﬂé%’a?%“ - FI4E31E7E 2018 FEE brBEE H 3,
HBIEE=RAE ﬂ?@%ﬂﬂﬂlﬁ ’ﬁI{t{%Eb ShIES S £ES
(EDEER

In her speech on the International Mother Language Day in 2018,
Audrey Azoulay, Director General of UNESCO encouraged member
nations of UNESCO to promote language diversity and multi-language
use through various educational and cultural activities.
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‘A language is far more than a means of communication; it is the very
condition of our humanity. Our values, our beliefs and our identity are
embedded within it. It is through language that we transmit our expe-
riences, our traditions and our knowledge. The diversity of languages
reflects the incontestable wealth of our imaginations and ways of life.”

Audrey Azoulay
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& & / Background
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China is one of the countries that boast of the richest language
resources in the world today with more than 130 languages from five
major language systems including Han and Tibetan, Altai, South Is-
land, South Asian and Indo-European. It has 10 major Chinese dia-
lects, under which the local dialects are countless. However, with the
advancement of modernization and urbanization, Chinese minority
languages and Chinese dialects are changing at an unprecedented rate
with many languages and dialects being endangered or on the verge
of extinction.
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The Chinese government has always placed great emphasis on
the investigation and protection of language resources. In the 1950s,
the first large-scale Chinese dialect and minority language census in
history was carried out, which laid the foundation for the study of Chi-
nese dialects and minority languages in China.

In the 21st century, the Chinese government has formulated many
national language policies such as “Vigorously promote and stand-
ardize the use of national common language and characters, and sci-
entifically protect languages of each ethnic group,” “Protect and in-
herit dialect cultures,” “Protect unique ethnic minority cultures, and
strengthen the protection and dissemination of minority languages
and classics.”
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—H R A ENIETT S S
Materials of the Nationwide Chinese Dialect Census in the 1950s

017



-

LFS

L

b TR

ﬁ?dﬂudﬁ

“Rice” (the plant}

.

i & ild
At
Ik~

+ & 0 O

Db G4 FH AL, 6
%. M,

ST A i

~ il

D e W W R
kal

b

LI 1]

~Hi * f#-~-M
HT
T
il
Lifid
(I3

-k

WETAE AR
1 U B K % 6 OB AR

LINGUISTIC ATLAS OF CHINESE DIALECTS
Institute of Linguistics. Beijing Language and Cublsre Usiversity

EES T ERERE, TEBNSEENR, REHEFENERTRE,
PISLiir pOETT SO MR BE S B, NEEMATEILFIES
e ok

2015, FEHER . ERES XFLEZR=BHTEIES BRI
AP TR, E2EEENFRIESHIFEE., /E. RRMFAF FHNZ
OHIRSTULIE, FRIRENBETES M HSUERAE R, X TEZZ
TERESEERE, BRI SFARGINEL

The Chinese government has also taken serious note of the issue
of the endangerment of languages and dialects and has defined it as a
rescue project to codify Chinese dialects and minority languages so as
to contribute to the protection and promotion of outstanding Chinese
language cultures.

In 2015, the Ministry of Education of China and National Lan-
guage Commission of China launched the Project for the Protection
of Language Resources of China, which carried out various programs
that center around the investigation, protection, showcasing, devel-
opment and access of language resources in China, paying special
attention to the investigation and protection of endangered languages
and cultures. This project has drawn heightened attention and wide
acclaim from the international community.
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E /AR / Basic Information
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“Project for the Protection of Language
Resources of China” (hereinafter referred
to as “the Project” ) is a large-scale national
language and culture project implemented
by the Ministry of Education of China and
National Language Commission of China
(hereinafter referred to as “Ministry of Edu-
cation” and “National Language Commis-
sion” ). The Project includes mainly Chinese
dialects survey, minority language survey,
the aggregation of existing resources, and
the creation of a platform for the collecting,
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recording and demonstration of language
data. It planned to conduct field surveys of
Chinese dialects and minority languages in
accordance with a unified standard at 1,500
sites across the country during the period
from 2015 to 2019 (including 300 sites for the
survey of minority languages, 900 sites for
the survey of Chinese dialects, 200 sites for
the survey of endangered language dialects
and 100 sites for the survey of the language
and dialect cultures). The survey data will be
compiled and aggregated into the Chinese
language resources database.
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EEHEXMAE
The Survey of Language and Dialect Cultures

100

BfEES S IAE
The Survey of Endangered languages and Dialects

200

PHERFESEE
The Survey of Minority Language

300

BT = EE
The Survey of Chinese Dialects

1,000

900

Tl -
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E /AR / Basic Information
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During 2015 to 2017, 1,084 survey sites were completed, which
accounts for 72% of the 1,500 sites in the overall plan. By the end
of 2018, the Project will have completed 1,491 survey sites, reaching
99.4% of the overall plan.

99.4%

2015 —2017 &£, THEE5ER 1084 MEAE S 2018 iR, TARRTERk 1491 MEE S
During 2015-2017, 1084 survey sites were completed At the end of 2018, the Project will have completed 1,491 survey sites
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Professional Technical Personnel
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Expert teams

1,000+
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Universities and Scientific Research Institutions

300+




H AR / Basic Information

HEHH, 251EERIESAE 5662 (i1, HFNEBESEAZA
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Up to now, this project has involved 5,662 speakers, including
5,073 speakers in Chinese dialects and 589 speakers in minority lan-
guages. A total of 43 national orientation sessions were held, on such
topics as Chinese dialect and minority language surveys, endangered
language dialect surveys and surveys of language and dialect cultures.
The number of participants has reached 3,500.
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WEHEREN /L
Speakers in Chinese Dialects

DHERBESREN /L

Speakers in Minority Languages

S5THEERIREAN /L

Speakers who involved in of the Project

Lt EEI /3

National Orientation Sessions

VN

Number of Participants
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K Ei2 / Milestone Events

2015
2016
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(BEWEZGEZ R T BaPEES BRERT LEN
WA Bk, WEBRIEEREE, REEM (HEE
BRI TAEEHEDE (247) ) .

The Notice of Ministry of Education and National
Language Commission on Launching the Project
for the Protection of Language Resources of China
were issued and the Project was officially initiated.
Meanwhile, Regulation (Trial) of Project for the
Protection of Language Resources of China was
issued.

(FREES BEERF TEDETS 5 WE SRR
(2015 — 2019 4F ) ) M ( FEESRERIFLES
Ui aEEE (7)) K.

The Overall Plan of Chinese Dialect Survey Sites of
Project for the Protection of Language Resources of
China (2015-2019) and Special Funding Regulation
(Trial) of Project for the Protection of Language Re-
sources of China were issued.

(PEESR®FEEP LEDHEFEES FE SRR
%1 (2015 - 2019 £F ) ) Elk,

The Overall Plan for the Survey Sites of Minority
Language of Project for the Protection of Language
Resources of China (2015-2019) was issued.

TR TR E OB ST

The National Core Specialist Group of the Project
was established.
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K Ei2 / Milestone Events

2017

032

ERTEIIZEH=ETT,

The on-site promotion meeting of the Project was
held.

BRIERFRREGIELRM.

The Collection & Recording Demonstration Plat-
form of the Project was officially released.

BRIESXEAZRASHN.

The Specialist Advisory Committee of the Project
was established.

BRIESEROERAEY HEE 67 A, B OER
HTIETE.,

The National Core Specialist Group of the Project
was expanded to have 67 members, and the work
specifications of the National Core Specialist Group
were determined.

(FHENES BFEAEP TREIENE (2017 £E17) )
VoZiT
The Work Specification of Project for the Protection

of Language Resources of China (Revision of 2017)
was issued.

LS

Y
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K EiZ / Milestone Events

2018

034

AL BRI IS EBRISCHE - 25k
B “ZEEHEREE BT,

Nanshan Forum for World View of Language Pro-
tection & Launching Ceremony for 2017 Language

Champion Challenge of UNESCO-TALKMATE
Nexus was held.

ERTREREMNRR (PEES U ) (2045)
A,
The book of the China Language Culture Archives

(20 volumes), as the landmark achievement of the
Project, was newly released.

ERIERSEMR (MERGIES &) 3715 2018
A [ o P < B B I 97

As the landmark achievement of the Project, Chi-
na’s Endangered Languages was awarded funding
by the 2018 China National Publishing Fund.

(RTEEIHEEERES (2048) REHRAAT
TERYIBET ) Bl
The Notice on Launching the Pilot Work of Writing

and Publishing Chinese Language Resource Sets
(by province) was issued.

HFHE S RIRRIP RS ETT

International Conference “Role of linguistic
diversity in building a global community with
shared future” is going to be held.

ENRERMA S BT

ol 1E it

3
l.
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#4441 / Organizing
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HEH. ExiBE
Ministry of Education and National
Language Commission

HEFES N FEEEHA
Department of Language Informa-

tion Management of the Ministry
of Education

HENE S BRI 5T O
Center for the Protection and Re-

search of Language Resources of
China

BB S X E A 15 H 151
AL AT A
Language Management Depart-

ment or Project and Research
Leader at the Provincial Level
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B FF 3 5 / Stewardship by the Government

With the unified leadership of the Ministry of Education and Na-
tional Language Commission, the Project adopts a top-down hierar-
chical management model, which takes the Department of Language
Information Management of the Ministry of Education (hereinafter
referred to as the “MOE Language Information Dept.” ) as the top
level, followed by the Center for the Protection and Research of Lan-
guage Resources of China, Language Management Department or
Project and Research Leader at the provincial level. The project is or-
ganized and implemented by the MOE Language Information Dept.
and entrusted with the detailed management and technical guidance
by the Center for the Protection and Research of Language Resourc-
es of China. Chinese dialect surveys are carried out with each prov-
ince (autonomous region or municipality) as a unit, the Director of
Language Committee Office in each province (autonomous region or
municipality) is responsible for the Project whereof and should be in
charge of the quality of research within the project; minority language
survey is implemented by Minzu University of China across the coun-
try with integration, and the Director of the Center for the Protection
and Research of Minority Language Resources of China in Minzu Uni-
versity of China should be the project leader and be responsible for
the quality of the program.
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Since the commencement of the Project, the investigation of var-
ious survey sites has received the attention and support from local
governments. The provincial language committee offices organized
the implementation of the project all over the province (autonomous
region or municipality), and the education management office of coun-
ty-level government where the survey sites are located at actively as-
sisted the investigation team in selecting the speakers and searching
for the survey sites.

Local governments such as Tianjin Municipality, Heilongjiang
Province, Zhejiang Province, Henan Province, Hubei Province, Hunan
Province, Guangxi Province, Chongqing Municipality, Sichuan Prov-
ince, etc. are active fundraisers in conducting researches on language
dialects in more places to expand the coverage of local language re-
source protection. Many provinces (autonomous regions or munic-
ipalities) are passionately promoting the formation of the landmark
achievements of local projects, preparing local language and culture
resource libraries, compiling and publishing collections of language
resources. Beijing, Liaoning Province, Heilongjiang Province, Shang-
hai, Jiangsu Province, Zhejiang Province, Hunan Province, Guangxi
Province, Sichuan Province, etc. have built or intend to build local
language resource libraries or language museums. Jiangsu Province,
Beijing, Shanghai, Hebei Province, Shanxi Province, Zhejiang Prov-
ince, Fujian Province, Shandong Province, Hubei Province, Guizhou
Province, Chongqing, etc. have already started or will soon start the
compilation and publication of language resource collections.
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B E & / Stewardship by the Government

%1 / Rules and Regulations

(AER EzEZ R T BT EES SRR TR EA)
(FEESREFRFP TEEEDE (247) )
(HREES RIFERF TAETENE )
(MEES®RERFIESIESEEE (247) )

2015 £ 5 AHEM. EXIEZRHE (HE M EzGEZE R T AP EES IR TEREA)
M(HhEESRERFIEERDE (7)) ), BRIEERES. W&, ZEW. BxEEH
ERAM (FEESRERPLELEGE) (FEESRERPLESHEEEHEME (7))
FRYIEHBIEMNINE, EATEITIKE.

(FEESRERP LEEEE (7)) ) S TERNESNIASE, 20, LHESEERE.
BWEH#TTIURRI. (PEESRERFIELENG) #2007 TEZI, H)I1, {8
EE., PEEE., SRk, B, SIESTTILE, WRLIERFSLE. (PEESRERPL
BEIREEENE (7)) ETERLESHE SHEHAMNER,

In May 2015, the Ministry of Education and National Language Commission issued Notice
of National Language Commission and the Ministry of Education on Launching the Project for the
Protection of Language Resources of China and Regulation (Irial Version) on the Project for the
Protection of Language Resources of China, which signals that the Project was officially com-
menced. Since then, the Ministry of Education and National Language Commission have issued
a series of management rules and methods such as the Work Specification of the Project for the
Protection of Language Resources of China and Special Fund Regulation (Trial Version) for the
Project for the Protection of Language Resources of China as the basis for the implementation of
the Project.

042

Collection of the Documents of the Project for the Protection
of Language Resources of China

PEIESERRIPIE
ML 9

Regulation (Trial Version) on the Project for the Protection of Language Resources of China
gives the overall stipulation on the organization, responsibility, project establishment, imple-
mentation, supervision and inspection, and acceptance of the Project. Working Specification of
the Project for the Protection of Language Resources of China further stipulates working details
in project establishment, training, pilot investigation, mid-term inspection, pre-acceptance, ac-
ceptance, and project settlement to ensure the smooth implementation of the Project. Special
Fund Regulation (Trial Version) for the Project for the Protection of Language Resources of China
regulates the use and management of special funds for the Project.
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R £ &/ Stewardship by the Government
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In March 2015, the Ministry of Education and National Language Com-
mission set up the Center for the Protection and Research of Language
Resources of China at Beijing Language and Culture University to formu-
late the overall plan for the Project, and manage work, technology, train-
ing, acceptance and other specifications as well as guiding and managing
the implementation of the Project.

The Center conducts management tasks such as project establishment,
training, pilot guidance, inspection, mid-term inspection, pre-acceptance
check, acceptance check, and project closure for the project investigation
team.

O44
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The Ministry of Education and National Language Commission
set up a Specialist Advisory Committee to provide decision-making
consultation for the Project.

The Ministry of Education and National Language Commission
selected well-known experts from the field of Chinese dialects and mi-
nority languages in China, established the National Core Expert Group
of the Project, and Professor Cao Zhiyun, Director of the Center for the
Protection and Research of Language Resources of China, served as
the leader of the expert group. Experts from the expert group partic-
ipate in project training, mid-term inspection, pre-acceptance check,
acceptance check, etc. to provide specific academic guidance and
check for the construction of the Project.

In October 2016, the Ministry of Education and National Language
Commission held the “On-Site Promotion Meeting of the Project for
the Protection of Language Resources of China” , which set clear re-
quirements for the construction of system and mechanism, quality
control, promotion of social applications, and creation of landmark
achievements of the Project. The Department of Language Information
Management of the Ministry of Education holds annual deployment
meeting to clarify the annual task requirements of the Project.
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[raining on the Work Specification of the Project for the Protection

of Language Resources of China
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£ 3 5L / Expert Implementation
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The goal of the Project is to use mod-
ern technology to collect and record the re-
al-time corpus of Chinese dialects, minority
languages and spoken language cultures,
with scientific tidying and processing, to es-
tablish a large-scale sustainable multimedia
language resources library that can develop
sustainably. It is also to protect and research
over language resources to produce a sys-
tematic basic achievement, promote in-depth
development and application, and improve
comprehensively the level of protection and
utilization of Chinese language resources to
serve the inheritance of Chinese excellent
traditional cultures and the maintenance of
world cultural diversity.

The Project plans to conduct field surveys
at approximately 1,500 sites according to a
unified specification during 2015 and 2019. In
accordance with the overall plan, 900 survey
sites have been set up to investigate the Chi-
nese dialects, covering the ten main Chinese
dialects in 34 provinces (autonomous regions
or municipalities). As for minority languag-
es, a total of 300 survey sites have been set
up, which covers the Sino-Tibetan language
system Tibetan-Burmese, Kam-Tai and Miao-
Yao language family in China, Altaic language
system Turkic, Mongolian and Manchu-Tun-
gusic language family, South Asian language
system Mon-Khmer language family and Hu-
ihui dialect, Taiwanese group of South Island
language systems, Russian of Indo-European
language system, Tajik language family, Kore-
an and mixed language; meanwhile, 200 sur-
vey sites are set up for endangered languages
and dialects and 100 sites for language and
dialect cultures.

During the implementation of the Project,
research teams go to the survey sites to inves-
tigate and collect corpus according to the uni-
fied norms. The survey content includes local
profiles, pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar,
discourse, oral culture, local Mandarin, etc.

And the oral culture is comprised of ballads,
stories, words of good omen, taboo words,
argot, swearing words, doggerel, proverbs,
twists, riddles, folk art, drama, chant, worship
rituals and other items. In addition, the Pro-
ject has set up language and culture survey
sites especially in all survey sites, focusing
on the houses, daily articles, clothing, food,
agricultural and industrial craftsmanship,
everyday activities, marriage, reproduction,
funeral, festivals, talking and singing perfor-
mances, so on so forth.

Through this project, a series of land-
mark achievements will be made, such as the
China Language Culture Archives, China’s
Endangered Languages, Chinese Language
Atlas as well as the Collection & Recording
Demonstration Platform of Chinese Language
Resources to gather the survey outcomes.

Under the unitary leadership of the Min-
istry of Education and National Language
Commission, the Project adopts a top-down
hierarchical management model, organiz-
es regular orientations on project technical
standard and trainings on language dialect
investigation and research to provide organ-
izational and personnel support for the Pro-
ject.
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H1 30 k% ME / Specification and Standard “Audio,image,graph,words and video” five-in-one
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Chinese Language Resources Survey Handbook-Chinese dialects “_’x@iﬁle%’ (Tﬁﬂﬁm@ﬂ“ 'E%T‘L\ ﬁjﬁl—\ JTE%_'_'—I_—JF\ Eg}k\ Eﬁﬂg\ XJZEIJ%) Iﬁ
IXACERR . HEMERE XHRIHCHEE AR RS HER,
QNSRS X HRER: HEE, REEZEK 44100Hz, REEKSE 16bit, =g
Windows PCM, HSRERERGERT “-48dB” &, EREEHEMIENIX &
GgEtklie ., HEBNRER, Xfhad ., XHEE. B ERTIE,

BIES T EER, GF (FEESREREFMN ESFE), (4
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HLYE FRUE / Specification and Standard

Chinese Language Resources Survey Handbook-Minority Languages

054

Before the implementation of the Project, the Ministry of Edu-
cation and National Language Commission issued technical specifi-
cations for the Project on the basis of full argumentation, including
survey specifications, corpus collation specifications, various language
dialect questionnaires, etc., and proposed the “audio, image, graph,
word and video” five-in-one theory for surveying and collecting lan-
guage resources to protect the language resources in live.

The survey specification stipulates survey sites, survey objects,
survey content, survey method, recording, camera shooting, photo
taking, sound marking, wording, etc.

In addition to recording with pen and paper, all survey entries
are synchronized with voice recording and pronunciation shooting in
high-quality to collect audio and video corpus. As for language culture
surveys, besides audiovisual recordings, photographs are required to
be taken to reflect the names or activities in the survey items, and vide-
os of cultural activities (such as weddings, funerals, Chinese New Year,
Lantern Festival, folk songs, folk art, drama, etc.) in some survey items
are required to be shot. All the recording and video files obtained in
the survey have strict quality parameter requirements, such as re-
quirements for the recording file: mono track, sampling rate 44100Hz,
sampling accuracy 16bit, audio format Windows PCM, background
noise not louder than “-48dB” and so on.

The corpus collation specification regulates audiovisual data ed-
iting, template tables filling, file naming, file archiving, proofreading,
and so on.

Various languages and dialects questionnaires include Chinese
Language Resources Survey Handbook ® Chinese Dialects, Survey
Handbook of China Dialect Culture Archives and Chinese Language Re-
sources Survey Handbook ® Minority Languages are collected in eight
volumes, namely Tibetan and Burmese language family, Tai-Kadai
language family (also used in South Asia language system), Miao-Yao
language family, Turkic language family (also used in Tajik language),
Mongolian language family, Manchu-Tungus language family, Russian
and Korean language.
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Recording software for the Project for the Protection of Language Resources of China

W | @aRRa.0

= @ ¢ B

TAREE SO AR

ERLIESHEETAEEEERTRELDRLSLN, —EATRZER
ﬁ%%aﬁﬁa%@,m%aﬂﬁ%ﬂomﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬁﬁimﬁﬁ\
BOR, JFRTTIE. WHESEERTTHRNE, SEEREL S EEEY
JET A RS LR, AIRF S TREERES, BRLERHA TIER
RN BRESRERE SOE R RS TR, ATE6R
. BENREREK.

In addition to recording with pen and paper, all survey entries

. . . . . . . . I o i (B 1 2082 fpr Wﬁ. ol
are synchronized with voice recording and pronunciation shooting in owgier AR @ mEEN 0L e WENR §eRN-%
high-quality to collect audio and video corpus. The Project has clear

specifications on the equipment, requirements, methods, and docu-
ment parameters of the video recording, and research groups may
start to work after shooting training. In order to successfully complete
the recording task, the Project also developed tools such as Language
Protection camera software, Language Protection transcribing and
marking software as well as Language Protection verification software
to help audio and video capture, transfer and quality verification.

5 EEiEE &

o
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Camera Software for the Protection of Language Resources of China
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#: &£ 5 / Social Participation

The Project has motivated all walks of life, advocating common partici-
pation and comprehensively promoting the protection of Chinese language

resources.
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Nanshan Forum for World View of Language Protection
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Since it's initiated, the Project has gained strong support and
enthusiastic response from all walks of life. With the continuous
coverage of mainstream media and the active response of TV stars, the
concept of language resource protection has been popularized, and
the awareness of language resources protection of the public has been
improved.

China Central Television, People's Daily, Guangming Daily, Xin-
hua Daily Telegraph, Looking for Hope, Chinese Heritage, as well as
China’ s mainstream media including Xinhuanet, Guangming.com,
"Learning Group" WeChat official account have covered the status
quo of China's language resources, the significance and value of
the protection thereof as well as the methods used in surveying and
collecting the project with comprehensiveness and depth, which has
aroused enthusiastic social repercussions.
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155 PR A LRz
Launching of the Language Resource Protection Volunteer Workstation
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“Nanshan Forum?” “Dialect Culture” Inter-school Electives, “Hometown:-
Show” Dialect Writing Competition, Dialect Microfilm Contest, university

spokesperson Language Protection volunteers.

DIERARZENRERER LREEREE , BESINERFOEDH “FE
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The volunteers of the Project who are represented by the univer-
sity students improved the awareness of the protection of language
resources and joined the work of publicity and practice of the con-
cept of language resource protection through participating in a series
of activities including the “Nanshan Forum” , “Dialect Culture”
Inter-school Electives, “Hometown-Show” Dialect Writing Compe-
tition, Dialect Microfilm Contest, university spokesperson Language
Protection volunteers.
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Young people are greating and Singing dialect songs

Y €




Wang Han, a well-known Chinese TV
presenter and Director of Hunan Satellite
TV Program, actively cooperates to devel-
op the Project and takes up the post of the
Publicity Ambassador thereof. He invests 5
million RMB in his own name to carry out the
“Xiangying Plan” for the purpose of investiga-
tion and preservation of Hunan dialect; also,
with his personal influence he found various
shows named Colorful Chinese and 1.3 billion
Decibels about dialect cultures on TV or new
media channel, which are widely welcomed
by the young audience. According to incom-
plete statistics, the cumulative hits of the two
programs are nearly up to 350 million.

066

Chen Xing, director of China South Sat-
ellite TV Program, hosts the Cantonese dialect
cultural program Cantonese Dialect Contest,
establishes Lingnan Dialect Cultural Heritage
Protection Center, organizes the establish-
ment of Lingnan Dialect Culture Museum,
and initiates the Guangdong university stu-
dents Dialect Culture Creative Competition,
all of which effectively promote the protection
and inheritance of Cantonese dialect culture.




tt &£ 5 / Social Participation
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Since the beginning of the Project, a group of Chinese companies have
participated in the protection and inheritance of Chinese language and
culture to jointly safeguard the world’s linguistic diversity.

2016 £, HEELRIES ¥ IHEE “2kik” AR SKaEARCH
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2017 £, “@kin” 5HEBNAESFERIREFIEESEI¥G, 8
THEARFER, EHFAGEAREES R, HTHREERAZEMERL
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In 2016, Chinese online language learning platform “Talkmate”
established a partnership with UNESCO to build World Atlas of Lan-
guages to expand the spread of multilingual information and knowl-
edge. In 2017, “Talkmate” cooperated with Tencent in China to build
a world language learning platform, and dedicated to using technol-
ogy to collect language resources worldwide to improve the dilemma
that many languages in the world are still inaudible, invisible and una-
vailable to learn and use.
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The Launch Ceremony of Joint Partnership World Atlas of Languages
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In 2017, a Chinese enterprise launched the Dialect Protection Plan
activity, aiming at innovating dialect protection through the artificial
intelligence technology to attract the attention of the public on dia-
lect protection and use intelligent voice technology to promote dialect
preservation.

From 2016, Chinese enterprises have sponsored the Dialect Film
Festival to promote the concept of language culture protection and
inheritance. The Center for the Protection and Research of Language
Resources of China provides academic support for the Dialect Film
Festival as a strategic partner.
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EBRTHERXRFZE RS /The Collection &

Recording Demonstration Platform of the Project

BERTRFHT L& TCREERRY “hEES
HERZRRTA” . RRRRTAEE S Fe”

M “RDRER” WDRA,

The Collection @ Recording Demonstration Platform was developed and

launched to gather the survey outcomes. This platform includes two sys-

tems: “professional platform” and “public platform”.

ARFEE

Public Platform

3,000+

W EE SRR / 2%
Pieces of Audio and Video Resources

20,000

HiBREEZ / AR
Monthly Visits

S ERZ

Professional Platform

32

CEERE (K, M) /4t
Provinces (autonomous regions
or municipalities)

5,073

ERSREN /AL
Chinese Dialect Speakers

o589

PHBERESKEN /AL
Minority Ethnic Group Speakers

2,670,857

SRR / 5%

Pieces of Audio Resources

2,131,528

PIRIR / 5%
Pieces of Video Resources

786

POBHSEES /1
Chinese Dialect Speakers Survey
Sites

224

PEHERESEEE /A
Minority Ethnic Group Survey Sites

30TB+

BRI YA &
Total Physical Capacity of Audio and
Video Resources

664,943

DERIRIE S SRR / 4%
Pieces of Minority Languages Audio Re-
sources

662,988

DERIRIE S AR IR / 4%
Pieces of Minority Languages Video Re-
sources
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The professional platform is for experts and scholars of language resource study, and it
mainly stores the data resources of the fieldwork survey results of the Project, and can conduct
management and display analysis. The professional platform, combined with geographic infor-
mation system, data visualization and multimedia retrieval technology, provides more accurate
and comprehensive language resource analysis for language research experts and scholars,
such as dialect map generation and dialect comparison function, which can improve the effi-
ciency of language resource analysis and utilization and improve the effect of display. Up to
now, the professional platform has brought together audiovisual resources by 5,073 Chinese di-
alect speakers in 786 survey sites and 589 minority ethnic group speakers in 224 survey sites all
over 32 provinces (autonomous regions or municipalities). There are 2,670,857 pieces of audio
resources, in which 662,988 pieces are from minority languages; and there are 2,131,528 pieces
of video resources, in which 664,943 are from minority languages. The total physical capacity
exceeds 30TB.

The public platform is an open system for general individual users, and it is to collect
audio and video resources of dialects for individual users. At present, more than 3,000 pieces of
audio and video resources have been collected, and the monthly visits are about 20,000.
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Public Platform for the Collection and Recording Demonstration Platform of the Project

for the Protection of Language Resources of China
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F AR / Academic Achievements

G R TR SRR (PEES SO ) (HE
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The landmark outcomes of the Project including China Language Culture
Archives, China’s Endangered Languages and the collection of provincial
language resources have been published successively.

(FREES LI ) A B 20%E, BT 2017 4 12 AR ERS
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HIE. ME. B, B35, BIEENET S, 1 8NP BREBRKES IxE,
PREETRT. WUNL BTN, e, PREE. PREE (FRiE) L 1Ll &t R,
EL, R, EER. FE. N, R, 2B, BE, HE, HE. kFE
EH . BFERAMRTTSRISUEIGIETR Tk, FRRAZ R REHT
MRS

China Language Culture Archives consists of 20 volumes and
was published by the China Commercial Press in December 2017, 19
of them are Chinese dialects, including Mandarin, Jin, Wu, Hui, Min,
Xiang, Gan, Kejia, and Yue,1 of them is minority language Biao, cover-
ing Macao, Chaozhou, Hangzhou, Hengshan, Huaiji, Huaiji (Biao Lan-
guage), Jiangshan, Jinhua, Jingxing, Liancheng, Luxi, Qingxu, Shoux-
ian, Suzhou, Suixi, Suichang, Tengxian, Tunxi, Yichun, Yongfeng and
so on. Each volume records local dialects and cultural phenomena and
uses multimedia technology to preserve and display them.
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P[] / Macao
#HJN / Chaozhou
FiJl / Hangzhou
#5111 / Hengshan
R£E / Hualji

REE (k%15 ) / Huaiji (Biao language)

{L1l1 / Jiangshan
&1E / Jinhua
FF£ / Jingxing
ZE¥) / Liancheng
R / Luxi

B4 / Qingxu
7ZH. / Shouxian
771/ Suzhou
MEZE / Suixi

#E / Suichang
% E. / Tengxian
fi7& / Tunxi
'H# / Yichun

7 =E / Yongfeng
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The content of the series has 9 categories: housing, daily articles, cloth-

ing, food, agricultural and industrial arts, daily activities, marriage, re-
production, funeral, festivals, talking and singing performances.
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The series has two main characteristics: one is the combination of the
picture and the text, which means each book, based on every survey site
and survey item, collects pictures of the dialect cultures and their names
(Chinese characters), pronunciation (phonetic symbols) and explanation.
There are about 600 pictures in each book, with one picture followed by
one text. Another characteristic is the EP (paper and electronic) synchro-
nization. The book entry is attached with a QR code in the back thereof;
readers can scan the code with a mobile phone to have online access to
the recordings and videos of dialect entries, which makes the four-in-one
reading experience (sound, image, graph and text) become real.
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There are 30 volumes in the first batch of
the China’s Endangered Languages series, in-
cluding the endangered Chinese dialects such
as Anhui Qimen Junhua dialect, Guangdong
Liannan Shihatang Tuhua, Guizhou Qinglong
Laba Dialect and Guangdong Dianbai Earlier
Zhenghua, as well as the minority language
such as Guizhou Liuzhi Gelao dialect, Yunnan
Yunan Yuxi Sadu dialect, Yunnan Lanping
Pumi dialect, Hainan Baoting Jiamaoli dialect.
Rich first-hand corpus, synchronized display
through EP (paper and electronic), are impor-
tant features of this series. It is scheduled to
be published at the end of 2019.

Beijing, Shanghai, Shanxi Province, Zhe-
Jjlang Province, Anhui Province, Jiangxi Prov-
ince and so on are publishing or preparing to
publish local language resource sets.

With the launch of the Project, academic

papers related to the study of language resource protection have con-
stantly emerged. The well-known Chinese linguistic journals such as
Applied Linguistics, Linguistics Research, Chinese Journal of Language
Policy and Planning have set up special columns to publish article se-
ries. During the implementation of the Project, The International Con-
ference on Chinese Language Resources was held every year to focus
on the concepts, methods, practices, development of applications of
language resource protection.
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The Project has cultivated a great number of outstanding teams and
technicians for the research of Chinese dialects and minority languages in

China.
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Up to now, more than 350 universities and research institutions,
1,000 experts, and nearly 4,500 professional and technical person-
nel have participated in the Project. The Project has held a total of 43
first-level training courses for the whole country, targeting at survey
teams of Chinese dialects, minority languages, endangered languages
and dialects, and language dialect cultures. Up to 3,500 participants
were involved.
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With the start of the Project, art, entertainment, cultural and tech-
nological products related to dialects have been made and received
popularity. The volunteering work for language resource protection
has been passionately supported by young people across the country.

In recent years, dramas performed in dialects of Shanghai, Henan
Province, Chongqging, Nanning and so on have been continuously dis-
played. Dialect songs become popular, and dialect dubbings for classic
films and TV series have received warm welcome. In addition, a Chi-
nese enterprise initiated and successively held the “Dialect Film Fes-
tival” to select and broadcast excellent dialect films. Chinese TV stars
such as Wang Han and Chen Xing produced the dialect culture variety
show Colorful Chinese, 1.3 billion Decibels and Cantonese Dialect
Contest, with a cumulative network hit of nearly 350 million. What’ s
more, the language and culture documentary series such as Chinese
Dialect and Nursery Rhymes from Distance are being produced.

Phone cases of Leizhou dialects and bookmarks based on the Dia-
lect Film Festival as well as emojies created by netizens are increasing-
ly common and popular.

Another Chinese Enterprise initiated the Dialect Protection Plan.

Xunfei translator and Xunfei input, the newly developed tools, support

O ™ .}“‘fk_-” ‘ the intelligent voice translation and input of 22 Chinese dialects such
- ); | as Cantonese, Minnan dialect and Suzhou dialect.
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The Center for the Protection and Research of Language Resourc-
es of China established several language resource protection volunteer
workstations and built a “Language Resource Protection Volunteer
Alliance” . Volunteers record, save, display and inherit languages and
cultures endowed by ancestors through mobile phones, video cameras
and live broadcast platforms.
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The International Conference “Role of linguistic diversity in building
a global community with shared future” is held on 19-20 September
2018 in Changsha, Hunan, China.
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